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Purpose and Overview
The following activities are based on different Zones around The Workshops Rail Museum and are
aimed at helping students to achieve the following outcomes:
TCC 4.1 Students use primary sources to investigate situations before and after a change in
Australian or global settings.
TCC 4.3 Students share empathetic responses to contributions that diverse individuals and groups
have made to Australian or global history.
TCC 4.4 Students critique information sources to show the positive and negative effects of a
change or continuity on different groups.
TCC D4.7 Students represent eras of past civilisations on a timeline or chart.
TCC 5.2 Students represent situations before and after a period of rapid change.
TCC 5.3 Students collaborate to locate and systematically record information about the
contributions of people in diverse past settings.
TCC 5.5 Students identify values inherent in historical sources to reveal who benefits or is
disadvantaged by particular heritages.
TCC D5.6 Students identify changes in Australia’s rural economy using a combination of primary
and secondary sources.
TCC D5.7 Students summarise the short- and long-term effects of a particular change on a group.
These activities have also been designed using the Studies of Society & Environment (SOSE)
Essential Learnings guidelines created by the Queensland Studies Authority.
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the following areas:
Time, Continuity and Change – By studying rail in Queensland, students will learn about
Australian narratives and identity; social divisions and class structure; the impact of immigration on
Australia; Australia’s global position and relations with other nations; and how these factors have
shaped our current communities.
Place and Space – By visiting The Workshops Rail Museum, students will have the opportunity to
gain an understanding about built environment heritage. As they last fully functioning 19th century
railway workshops in Australia, The Workshops Rail Museum demonstrates planning and
sustainability in order to preserve a significant heritage environment. The Museum is also an
example of award-winning adaptive reuse, the re-use of old building for modern purposes.
Culture and Identity – As the workshops was one of the largest employers of people in
Queensland during the 20th century, the legacy of the Workshops has had Major impact on
Ipswich. For the people who used to work here, the Workshops have also had an impact on their
identity; the Workshops were, in reality, a community within a community, with thousands of
diverse people working in many different positions and trades. When doing these activities,
students will gain a sense of this identity, and an understanding of what it was like to work here.
During their visit and activity participation, students will engage in the following ways of working:
-

Investigating themes and finding answers to problems.
Researching, analysing, and evaluating primary sources.
Drawing own conclusions and critically thinking about presented information.
Reflecting on different people; their perspectives, values and contributions to our
communities.

The activities require students to use a range of thinking skills in identifying the various answers to
questions, and completing the activities below.
These activities are stepping stones to further study and acquisition of knowledge. Teachers
should encourage students to explore further the answers to the various questions.
On the following page is a map of The Workshops Rail Museum. You can refer to this map to help
orientate yourself throughout the trail activities.

Museum Map

Travel around the museum and view the different exhibits. Make sure you focus on zones 7, 8, 9,
11, 12 and 13 in order to find the information to complete the activities below.

Activity 1 – Timeline
Create a timeline of significant dates and events in Queensland’s rail history. Add to it as you move
through the different exhibits.

Activity 2 – Empathetic Response
Throughout the exhibits, there are stories of different individuals and their rail experiences. Take on
the role of one of these individuals and write a letter or a diary entry describing a day in their life.

Activity 3 – Empathetic Response
In Zone 8, Rail in Queensland, there is an account of the grand opening of Queensland’s first line.
Fill in the Y chart below describing how you imagine it looked, sounded and felt.

Looks Like

Feels Like

Sounds Like

Activity 4 – Before and After Change
What was life in Queensland like before people travelled by train? How did things change once
trains started running? Answer these questions in the table below. Summarise your answers into
dot points.
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After Trains
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Activity 5 – Positive and negative effects
Create a brainstorm that lists the positive and negatives of rail travel in Queensland.
Hint: think in terms of both people and the economy.

The positives and
negatives of rail for
Queensland’s people

The positives and
negatives of rail for
Queensland’s
economy

Activity 6 – Short and Long Term Effects
Evaluate the short and long-term effects that the introduction of diesel engines had on
Queensland. Consider the local, state and national impacts.

Introduction of Diesel Engines
Locally
Short Term
Effects

Long Term
Effects

Queensland

Australia

Activity 7 – Collaborative Recording of Information
•
•
•
•

In groups of five, divide the list below so that each student
has one group to focus on.
Each student is to gather as much information about his or
her person as possible and write it below.
When you return to school, gather in your groups and share
your information with each other.
Use this information to create a display that shows the
diverse stories of people who were involved with rail in
Queensland.

Workers on the rail (men)
Workers on the rail (women)
Travellers
Designers and engineers
Workers in the workshops

Activity 8 – Identifying values in historical sources
History is often only told from the perspective of one group of people within society. For example,
in Australia for a long time students were only taught about Australian history from the perspective
of the British people who came here with Captain Cook. Today in schools, students also learn
about the indigenous history of our country.
Whose stories or perspectives are told in the museum?

Whose stories or perspectives are not told in the museum?

How do you feel about this?

Do you think anything needs to be done about this?

