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INTRODUCTION  

 

The Workshops Rail Museum recognises and commemorates the First World War Centenary. The 

exhibition, Railways 1914-1918, presents an engaging and informative investigation into the role of 

railways leading up to, during and after the First World War.  

 

The grounds of the Ipswich Railway Workshops and Museum are themselves a part of this history, 

with a memorial dedicated on the grounds following the armistice in 1919. More than 300 men from 

the Workshops enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force. The stories of several Ipswich Railway 

Workshops employees are recounted through this exhibition. 

 

Railways 1914-1918 examines how the railway industry was a vital but often unrecognised part of 

the action, with impact on operations both on the homŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ȊƻƴŜǎ όƻƴ ōƻǘƘ άǎƛŘŜǎέ 

of the conflict). From troop trains to Australian Light Railway Operating Companies on the Western 

Front, or indentured prisoner of war labour to recruitment trains that travelled across the country, 

equipped to enlist and dispatch, the extent of this role is evident throughout the exhibition.  

 

The contribution of railway workers went beyond active service as soldiers and seconded technicians 

and laborers. Workshops throughout the British Empire maintained production and servicing of rail 

networks, supplying troops, horses, goods, medical facilities, munitions and equipment, as well 

transporting nurses and those wounded ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ. 

 

The stories present some of the hardships and challenges as well as the hope and camaraderie, 

experienced on the railways both on the battlefront and home front. This exhibition also recognises 

the resourcefulness applied to adapting technologies to suit a range of purposes. 

These realities and events have been captured in the evidence provided through collections of 

photographs, documents and objects in Railways 1914-1918. 

 

Images courtesy of: 

 

State Library of Queensland 

Queensland State Archives 

Gold Coast City Council Library 

State Library of South Australia 

Australian War Memorial 

National Library of Australia 

National Library of Scotland 

National Rail Museum, York 

Publishers, F. Brudman, Munich 

http://www.theworkshops.qm.qld.gov.au/Events+and+Exhibitions/Exhibitions/Permanent/War+memorial#.VW-icKwcSUk
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Pre-excursion activities 

²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέύΚ  

Between 1914 and 1918, more than 57,700 people from across Queensland responded to the 

campaign. This map of War Memorials, indicates towns and cities across the state that gave fathers, 

brothers, sons, daughters and husbands to the war effort. Many were waved goodbye at train 

stations, travelling miles to port cities before being shipped to Europe and the Middle East. 

Approximately 2500 railway employees signed up across Queensland. Some fought, while others 

provided essential services such as maintaining and operating rail networks or working foundries 

requisitioned for the manufacture of armaments. 

The exhibition, Railways 1914-1918 describes the significant role railways played both at home and 

overseas. 

 

ACTIVITY 1: Inventory Log 

 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜΦ  

TASK: Write a brief definition of this term: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK: Record a list of things that would need to be transported by rail during the war effort. 

Clue: Start by asking yourself the basic inquiry questions to get you thinking: 

 

¶ Q: Who? 

¶ Q: What? 

¶ Q: When? A:  First World War 1914-1918 

¶ Q: Where? 

¶ Q: Why? 

¶ Q: How? A: Via rail
 

FROM:  

Country towns to cities  

Towns and cities to ports  

Australian ports to foreign ports  

Ports to battle fields  

Battlefields to ports  

http://www.qldwarmemorials.com.au/map/
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TASK: Express this information as a flow chart. 
 
1. aŀǇ ȅƻǳǊ άǊŀƛƭ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜǎ 

 

- Troops and other military personnel 

- Horses 

- Nurses 

- Mail 

- Armaments and equipment  

- Returning and resettling troops 

- Supplies including food,  

   horse fodder and medical supplies 

- Wounded soldiers 

 

2. Use arrows to depict the direction of travel  

(outward or inward representing from and to Australia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA 
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ACTIVITY 2: Photo Analysis (part 1) 

 

Museums tell stories about the past using artefacts. Artefacts are primary sources, which may 

include objects, photos, sites, documents and personal accounts. 

Preview some of the photos featured in the exhibition and record your responses in the table. Work 

in small groups (max 3) or as individuals. 

 

TASK: 

1. Select  4 photos  

2. Use a new table for each photograph. Examine each photo to extrapolate as much 

information as you can.  

3. When you visit the Railways 1914-1918 exhibition, bring your records with you.  
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PHOTO ANALYSIS RECORD Photo ID number: 
Record your first impressions 

(single words or sentences) 

How does the image make you 

feel? 

 

Where do you think the 

photograph was taken? Why? 

 

When do think it was taken? 

Why? (Clues: observe clothing, the 

landscape or architecture, any tools or 

machinery being used, etc. 

 

How many people can you see 

in the photo? What are they 

doing? 

 

If there are people in the photo, 

what is their relationship to 

one another?  What clues 

suggests that relationship? 

 

What do you think was 

happening just before this photo 

was taken? 

 

What do you think happened 

next after the photo was taken? 

 

Make a list of other things you 

can see 
(animals, machinery, housing, etc.) 

 

What information does this 

photo provide us with about 

railways during wartime? 
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PHOTO 1 
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PHOTO 2 
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PHOTO 3 
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PHOTO 4 
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PHOTO 5 
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PHOTO 6 


